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Mortality statistics week ended September 19, 1903. 



Causes of death. 



Remittent fever 

Septicaemia 

Tubercle of lungs 

Myelitus 

Organic heart disease 

Diarrhea and enteritis (under 2 years) . 

Cirrhosis of liver 

Nephritis 

Bnght's disease 

Senility 

Total 



Number. 



16 



Annual rate of mortality for the week, 18.28 per 1,000. Estimated population, 46,500. 

The following consular report is received from Minister Squiers at 
Habana, under date of September 16, 1903: 

In regard to the sanitary condition of the city I have to say that, 
with the exception of the dissolution of the mosquito brigade, no 
change has taken place. The streets are swept and kept in as good 
a condition as possible. The garbage is collected every day, as here- 
tofore. 

The city is at present healthful. No epidemic diseases exist. The 
prevailing diseases are tubercular and general. The number of deaths 
officially reported for the month is 65, a decrease of 47 over the pre- 
ceding month of August. 

C. E. Little, 
United States Vice and Deputy Consul- General. 

FRANCE. 

Importation of plague into Marseille. 

The following is received from Consul-General Evans, at London, 
under date of September 11, 1903: I have the honor to inclose clip- 
ping from the London Globe relative to plague brought to Marseille, 
France, in rags from Constantinople. I have given precautionary 
instructions in reference to shipments from here, but I am told none 
that are shipped from here come from that country. Care will be 
exercised at this port in the matter. 

[Inclosure.] 

Paris, September 10. 

The telegram published by a London newspaper, announcing an outbreak of 
plague at Marseille, is confirmed this morning by telegrams to the Gil Bias, Libre 
Parole, and Petit Parisien. Five deaths have already occurred and 27 persons are 
stated to be isolated and under observation at the hospital. A vessel which con- 
tained a contaminated cargo has also been isolated, and the cargo burned, so that all 
sources of danger are believed to have been cut off. 

The strictest precautionary measures have also been ordered' by the sanitary coun- 
cil, who held a special meeting at which the prefect presided. The Matin states that 
of the 5 persons who have died only 3 were plague suspects, and that among those 
under observation only 3 are ill. No case has been reported in the town itself. 

Paris, September JO. 
A telegram from Marseille to the Petit Parisien states that the cargo of rags which 
caused the outbreak of bubonic plague here came from Constantinople, and was 
landed last Friday. As soon as the bales were opened, dead rats were found among 
the rags. Five male and female workers who handled the rags were taken ill almost 
immediately. Three of them died the same evening, after intense suffering; 2 more 
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succumbed the following morning, and 18 others, including 4 children, have shown 
symptoms of the disease and are under treatment at the Salvator Hospital. The 
sanitary inspector who disinfected the rooms occupied by some of the victims has 
also been attacked by plague. The sufferers are carefully isolated, and the medical 
authorities state there is no danger of the disease spreading. The vessel in which 
the rags were conveyed is also isolated. The mayor of Marseille and other high offi- 
cials, and all the men engaged in disinfecting, have been inoculated with antiplague 
serum. 

The correspondent of the Libre Parole says that all the editors of the Marseille 
newspapers were summoned by the prefect and requested not to make any allusion 
to the outbreak until the authorities had ascertained the names of all the persons 
who had been in contact with the victims. 

Plague at Marseille extinct. 

Consul Morgan at Marseille reports, September 25, as follows: Last 
case plague officially declared cured. 

Vessels leaving Marseille for ports in the United States — Plague in 
Mauritius — Medical expedition to the Kongo. 

Chamounix, France, September 17, 1903. 
Sir: In regard to the bubonic plague at Marseille, which has formed 
the subject of another communication, I have the honor to inform you 
that every precaution will be taken in the case of the steamships 
Massilia, leaving Palermo, Italy, for New Orleans, September 24, and 
Germania, leaving Naples for New York, September 30. Both these 
steamships are from Marseille, and will carry emigrants. No other 
vessels will leave Marseille for United States ports via Italian ports, 
until Marseille is free from plague. 

Bubonic plague at Mauritius. 

Continuing the chronicle of bubonic plague at Mauritius, notices of 
which have been heretofore transmitted in the weekly reports from 
Naples, I have the honor to inform you that the governor of the island 
has made the following report: 



Week ended — 



July 23 

July 30 

August 6 

August 13 . . . 
August 20 . . . 
August 27 . . . 
September 3. 



Cases. Deaths. 



4 3 

12 ! 8 

17 14 

15 I 12 

15 
20 
28 



14 
25 



Medical expedition to Congo. 

A medical expedition, organized by the Liverpool School of Trop- 
ical Medicine, is about to leave England for Congo with the object of 
studying the diseases peculiar to that State. The undertaking will be 
directed by Doctor Dutton, who has heretofore been active in similar 
missions to the Niger, to Gambia, and to Senegambia. Doctor Todd, 
who took part in the Senegambia expedition, and Doctor Christy, a 
member of the commission of the Royal Society for the study of the 
sleeping sickness in Uganda, are associated with Doctor Dutton. 
Respectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 



